

ADOPTED 9/26/17


Introduced by Council Member Hazouri, Gulliford, Carter, Boyer, Anderson, Crescimbeni, Brosche, Wilson, Love, Becton, Bowman, Newby and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Schellenberg, Ferraro, R. Brown, R. Gaffney, K. Brown, Dennis and Morgan: 



RESOLUTION 2017-658-A
A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING GRATITUDE TO ALL FIRST RESPONDERS AND THOSE WHO BRAVELY AND TIRELESSLY ASSISTED IN THE PREPARATION, RESCUE AND RECOVERY EFFORTS DURING HURRICANE IRMA; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Whereas, Hurricane Irma, the most powerful hurricane ever recorded in the open Atlantic, pummeled islands in the Atlantic and Caribbean, and then showered destruction throughout Florida and upon Georgia, Alabama and South Carolina. This immense storm took the lives of more than fifty people in its path, prompted mass evacuations in the Southeast, produced high winds, heavy rains and dangerous storm surges which flooded homes and neighborhoods and left millions without electricity; and

WHEREAS, in Jacksonville, widespread damage impacted all corners of the city and historic flooding from rising river waters in some areas trapped residents in their homes requiring immediate rescue. In times of disaster, there are individuals who respond to the needs of the community and face personal risks to keep others safe from harm. Managing a crisis requires coordination by many parties and the heroic efforts of first responders provide safety, stability and a lifeline to those enduring catastrophic conditions; and

WHEREAS, keeping the public safe was the top priority during the hurricane and the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office, Fire and Rescue Department personnel, as well as the Florida National Guard and the U.S. Coast Guard and others toiled to make that happen. After the winds of Hurricane Irma eased, they rescued more than 300 people from flooded homes. Doctors, nurses and hospital staff were on hand giving medical care to those in need before, during and after the storm. The Red Cross, Salvation Army, local nonprofits, and various religious organizations also aided in relief by providing water, meals, clothing, and other necessities; and 

WHEREAS, the leadership of the mayor’s office, JTA’s assistance with evacuation transportation, and the coordination with Duval County Public Schools played vital roles in the city’s hurricane response. In public shelters, including those dedicated to accommodating residents with special needs or medical conditions such as the Legends Center, volunteers and staff tended to all in need of refuge. The Public Works Department, JEA, Beaches Energy and numerous out-of-state utility employees labored to restore services and repair infrastructure for hundreds of thousands of residents; and 

WHEREAS, access to information is crucial during a crisis, and print journalists, television news crews and radio broadcasters worked around the clock in order to relay storm predictions and keep the public up to date despite harsh circumstances. Extreme events oftentimes enhance community bonds, as exhibited by neighbors helping neighbors throughout the city and volunteers from across the country who have flocked to Jacksonville to lend a hand; now therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commends the first responders who helped the victims of Hurricane Irma and extends gratitude to all who assisted our city in preparing for, enduring and recovering from the massive storm.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Colleen Hampsey, City Council Research
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